[The pathophysiological role of smooth muscle cells in bronchial inflammation].
Airway smooth muscle cells (SMC) have been implicated in the pathophysiology of bronchial inflammation. SMC can be considered a target of the inflammatory reaction. This cell-type is capable of contraction, proliferation and mediator synthesis in response to various stimuli, in particular those associated with the inflammatory reaction. SMC can also be considered as an inflammatory cell-type. Cytokines and adhesion molecules released by SMC have an autocrine action and paracrine action on other cell-types, particularly those involved in inflammation, inducing chemotactism and cell adhesion. This interaction allows SMC to directly act on cells such as the T-lymphocyte, the eosinophil and the mast cell. SMC could therefore be a potential target of anti-inflammatory treatment.